
Free download 
The Maestro, the Magistrate and the 

Mathematician: A Novel (Modern African 
Writing Series)

 Pdf
 Tendai Huchu

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/nRBVo/The-Maestro-the-Magistrate-and-the-Mathematician-A-Novel-Modern-African-Writing-Series
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/nRBVo/The-Maestro-the-Magistrate-and-the-Mathematician-A-Novel-Modern-African-Writing-Series
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/nRBVo/The-Maestro-the-Magistrate-and-the-Mathematician-A-Novel-Modern-African-Writing-Series
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/nRBVo/The-Maestro-the-Magistrate-and-the-Mathematician-A-Novel-Modern-African-Writing-Series
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/nRBVo/The-Maestro-the-Magistrate-and-the-Mathematician-A-Novel-Modern-African-Writing-Series
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/nRBVo/The-Maestro-the-Magistrate-and-the-Mathematician-A-Novel-Modern-African-Writing-Series
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Jpjo/OPMw/nRBVo/The-Maestro-the-Magistrate-and-the-Mathematician-A-Novel-Modern-African-Writing-Series


The Hairdresser of Harare, which the New York Times Book Review called “a fresh and moving
account of contemporary Zimbabwe,” announced Tendai Huchu as a shrewd and funny social
commentator. In The Maestro, the Magistrate & the Mathematician, Huchu expands his focus
from Zimbabwe to the lives of expatriates in Edinburgh, Scotland.The novel follows three
Zimbabwean men as they struggle to find places for themselves in Scotland. As he wanders
Edinburgh with his Walkman on a constant loop of the music of home, the Magistrate—a former
judge, now a health aide—tries to find meaning in new memories. The depressed and quixotic
Maestro—gone AWOL from his job stocking shelves at a grocery store—escapes into books.
And the youthful Mathematician enjoys a carefree and hedonistic graduate school life, until he
can no longer ignore the struggles of his fellow expatriates.In this novel of ideas, Huchu deploys
satire to thoughtful end in what is quickly becoming his signature mode. Shying from neither the
political nor the personal, he creates a humorous but increasingly somber picture of love, loss,
belonging, and politics in the Zimbabwean diaspora.
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G. Filipovic, “Highly original. I think Tendai Huchu’s a bit of a genius.This is the first novel I’ve
read by him, though I had read two of his short stories (one appeared in a literary magazine I
help edit). This novel is a rare beast: literary fiction that takes new risks, that feels very fresh. The
risks are not overpowering, but they are there and noticeable, and they add to the reading
experience: risks in form, expression, and plot direction. He seemingly writes without fear. For
me, all the risks panned-out.The ending brings the story’s threads together in a very satisfying
way, and yet the story doesn’t land where I thought it would. I immediately felt like re-reading the
entire book.The story paints modern and unique situations -- it’s set in present-day Scotland,
following the lives of immigrants from Zimbabwe -- and real, intelligent characters. At times,
Tuchu is able to infuse significant humor into what’s going on. The story begins a bit slow, but by
the end I was very much invested in all the characters and plot lines, and couldn’t stop turning
pages (I finished at around 3am).True rating 4.5, but closer to a 5 than a 4.Last thing...a humble
suggestion. Don’t choose to read this because it’s “African fiction;” this novel is simply great
literary fiction, period, and should be considered alongside all the other great contemporary
works.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Good read. I fell in love with the opening of this book. The characters in
particular the Magistrate and his family are extremely relatable. A family struggling to adapt with
their new lives and roles in a new country so different to their native country. The
Mathematician's character was not as well articulated as the Magistrate's, whilst the Maestro
was even more vague to the point that I didn't get any "Zimbabweaness" or "Scottishness" or
anything for that matter. I also don't understand why "Alfonso" who plays such a distinct role
throughout the book is not one of the main protagonists. Perhaps he should have been the
"Maestro".The ending whilst very intriguing, I feel the author ought to have invested more in it, as
it had the potential to be the icing on the cake.A good read nonetheless shedding light on a
cross-section of the Zimbabwean diaspora.”

Simbarashe Nyambauro, “Great Read. I enjoyed this book very much. Very well written and took
me in. My biggest gripe would be not seeing where The Maestro fitted in with the other title
characters. The book would still have been great without him. The other characters were
interesting and had me reading on to see how their stories unfolded.The twist at the end was
unexpected and put a whole new perspective to the story.I enjoyed this as I did Tendai's first
novel - can't wait for his next offering.”

Rudy, “Five Stars. Great read! You have to think while reading this book since it's a bit
complicated.”

Pammycats, “Such a good book - enjoy!. The Maestro, the Magistrate, and the Mathematician by



Tendai HuchuI received an early review copy of this book in exchange for my honest review.I
really loved this book. The characters and plot are swirling around in my brain and I know I will
need to read this book again. Now, pen to paper as I try to tame all my thoughts about this
story.PLOTThe plot centers around three main characters. They are transplants from Zimbabwe
in Scotland and are each struggling, in their own ways, to find a way to belong. The three story
lines start out separately and then overlap in interesting and surprising ways. The narrator's
voice at first reminded me of Alexander MCCall Smith - slow and rhythmic centering around
word dense but interesting conversations. It was so easy to just relax into the flow of this book. I
immediately was in touch with this moment in each character's life. The book starts at a pivotal
moment in time for each person and then, over the course of the book, we hear parts of their
back story. The ending was intriguing but I don't want to spoil it by saying
moreCHARACTERSThis is the best sort of story in that the plot is driven by the lives and
conversations of the characters. As mentioned earlier, we enter the book at a pivotal point.
Each person has been dealing with assimilation and now they are facing personal challenges
that will change their shapes and mold them powerfully. We are immersed in their Zimbabwe
culture as well as their new life in Scotland. These two cultures bang violently against each but
eventually find a way to merge. This author is also very tactile with his characters. They
experience life viscerally. For example, one character is mapping his Scottish city using music
from Zimbabwe to mark each spot in his mind. I did not recognize the artists but found myself
mesmerized by his descriptions of the life conveyed in the songs. Really rich imagery.My only
complaint about the book is that the ending feels like a major change in tone. However, I cannot
get the ending out of my head. I've been thinking about it for two days now. Does the tone shift
rotate our view from Scotland to seeing things from the perspective of Zimbabwe? I don't know,
it just has me thinking.In conclusion, the book isn't perfect. The people in the book are flawed
and even often unsympathetic but they are people to me.Thank you for a chance to read and
review this book!Pemmycats”

Mr Iain Maloney, “An important and powerful book set within the Zimbabwean diaspora in
Edinburgh.. The Mathematician is a numerical wizard and playboy doing his PhD on
hyperinflation. The Magistrate is no longer a respected member of the judiciary. Where once he
had maids, now he cleans up after others in a care home. The Maestro's existential crisis
quickens, unravelling his mind. As their paths cross in the twisting Edinburgh streets, the
churches and hospitals tragedy and betrayal are never far away.Migration can split a person. You
never quite leave your homeland and you never fully settle in your new country. This novel
sympathetically and honestly examines both sides of that divide in the context of the turbulent
political situation in Zimbabwe and the increasingly xenophobic mood sweeping Britain after the
economic crash. Tendai Huchu has not only written a wonderful novel showcasing his great
literary skill, it is also a timely and uncompromising look at the social and political realities of
contemporary existence.”



Rosemary Blake, “Interesting. A pleasure to read (observations on small details that anchor you
to the place). Interesting to share a cultural situation that I haven't experienced. Deep, there is a
lot of food for thought in this book - allegories to be identified. But irritating when the author
seems to divert into a brief essay on, for instance, musical influences. Jumps around a bit
between characters.”

Mrs. G. A. Chesney-Green, “Excellent!. This book seemed to bumble along, not unpleasant, but
without seeming to go anywhere... so nothing prepares the reader for the ending!!”

Fiona L MacKenzie, “Still a wonderful story, very colourful characters and excellent character
development. This book just kind of stopped at the end, very abruptly. Still a wonderful story,
very colourful characters and excellent character development. I enjoyed every bit of it,
definitely worth the time.”

The book by Tendai Huchu has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 33 people have provided feedback.
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